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THRAPSTON TOWN COUNCIL MISSION STATEMENT
Thrapston Town Council aim to:

· Enhance the environment of Thrapston to make it a better place to live and work, both by its own efforts and encouraging the help of like minded residents 

· Attract commerce and industry to the town to give greater employment potential within its area

· Support all local activities that bolster the Thrapston economy and promote the town, locally, regionally and nationally.

· Encourage a community spirit within the town by bringing residents together with community events and by supporting community groups

· Promote and protect the town’s local heritage and conservation area, through financial support and representation on other organizations where necessary

· Be responsive to the needs and aspirations of the community and give every assistance to all residents and visitors, wherever and whenever required. 

Chairman’s Report

In May last year we had the elections for the Town Council and six new members were elected. I say elected but in fact a vote was not necessary as the number of nominations equaled the number of seats on the Council. That was disappointing for us as a Council as a competitive vote is an indication of the local interest in our work.

For our new Councillors this year has been a challenging time. There has been a lot to learn, and training courses to attend. They have risen to that challenge and have played a full part in the years work.

I am grateful that this year I have been able to call upon the support of David Read, vice-chairman of the Council, Kevin Fouhy and Eric Franklin, chairmen of the two principal Council committees.

The Council has been working on a number of projects this year. Some are on going and will come to fruition over the next year or so, such as additional benches in the town, 

Others which have been completed include:

· The Creation of a Welcome Pack for new residents

· The establishment of an Emergency Planning Group 
· A new fence along the open space at Windsor Drive

· Refurbishment of the Cottingham  Clock in the Church

· Representation on the Joint Action Group Safer Communities Team

· Providing a venue for Neighbourhood Watch co-ordinators to meet

· Taking ownership of the open spaces and play areas at Conway Drive and Sissinghurst.

· Assessing the council services for disability access

· Establishment of a Youth Committee which will look at how the Council can assist with providing facilities in its widest sense for the Youth of Thrapston

· A newly developed website that will continue to expand to include more about what happens in Thrapston

· A splendid fireworks display in November 

· A less than successful switch on of the Christmas Lights, although once that was sorted we had a good display over Christmas and the New Year

· The continued development of the Plaza as a Community Centre and a schedule of work determined for its refurbishment. 

· The development of a graffiti policy in consultation with East Northants Council

· A public meeting in February this year at King John School to discuss with East Northants planners the development plan for Thrapston.

At this point I would like to thank Jeanne Pike and Sara Crawley, our Clerk and Deputy Clerk, for their support this year. Without their considerable contributions, much of the list which I have just read out would not have been completed.

We cannot overlook the demands on time that being a councillor involves. When also working full time it can sometimes be difficult to attend meetings and take an active part in the work of the Council. 

Contributing towards the emergency planning, identifying youth activities in the town are tow areas we are developing at present. Volunteers are invited from anyone who feels they have something to give.

The Council employs a Groundsman, Howard Bosworth who does an excellent job in keeping the Council land tidy and well maintained. We need your help though as residents to let us know if you see something that needs to be dealt with. In particular let us know if you see anyone digging or otherwise disturbing the ground in the parks, playing fields and flower beds.

I will conclude by thanking all of our Councillors for their efforts this year to ensure that Thrapston continues to be desirable place to live.

Thank you.

N Busby

Chairman Elect – Remarks for 2008-2009

Before I say anything about the year ahead, I would like to pay tribute to the huge amount of work undertaken by the current Chairman – Neil Busby – over the past year.  He really has worked very hard on behalf of Thrapston.

In a growing town like ours, there are many issues for the future that could be mentioned, but you will be very relieved to know that I intend only to mention four of these, briefly.

Our young people

The Town Council is keen to provide a voice for young people in the town and in the coming year we intend to support and implement suitable ideas to try to improve their well being – with this in mind we plan to liaise with organisations and individuals involved with youth work and young people.  Following consultation, we hope to progress various initiatives in the future for the benefit of our young people.

The Plaza Centre

The Plaza is providing a very successful community venue for the town and we wish to continue building on that success – we intend to set up a trust to manage the centre with continued Town Council involvement and also to embark upon a programme of refurbishment and improvements to the building.

Future developments in the town

As you will know, the District Council has prepared a draft plan for the future development of Thrapston over the next few years.  Various developers have now put forward their own proposals for additional or alternative developments in and around the town.  All of these proposals will be the subject of a public examination or inquiry in front of an independent government inspector.  The Town Council has already put forward comprehensive representations about these proposals following the public meetings earlier this year.  We will continue to make representations on behalf of the town as and when necessary.  You can be assured that we will continue to be a voice representing the town as a whole – for the good of the town as a whole.
Road safety and parking

We know there is continuing and increasing concern over the anti-social behaviour of a small minority who drive at excessive speeds in Thrapston.  There is also a continuing and growing problem over the lack of sufficient parking space in and around the town centre, as the town continues to grow.

In the coming year, we intend as a priority to press the County Council, the Police and the District Council to come forward with definite proposals within definite time scales to tackle these issues.

Hope 2008

Finally, as some of you will know, all the churches in the town are progressing various projects as part of the Hope 2008 national initiative to provide churches throughout Great Britain with fresh opportunities to work together across their communities for the benefit of their communities.  

I believe that Thrapston can be proud that our churches have really taken up the challenge and are doing more than many other towns are doing.  Irrespective of whether you are a church goer or whatever your faith, I would like to think that, as a town, we could support these very worthwhile initiatives.   

A town that works together for the good of its people is a town that can only grow from strength to strength as a community.

D Read
Financial Statement

For 2007/2008, the Town Council requested and received a precept of £127,000, still way short of the estimated annual running cost. Previous good housekeeping enabled us to make up the difference out of reserves.

The major expenses are salaries for the Clerk and Deputy, and the Groundsman’s costs. The other two main expenses were for the Christmas lights and the reinstated fireworks display. Problems with the Christmas lights yet again are being addressed and we would hope to have news soon. The Fireworks are already booked for November 5 this year.

Other noteworthy expenses this year have been the purchase of Welcome Pack folders to be given to all new residents, a supply of new chairs for the Plaza and the registration of most of the land owned by the Council with the Land Registry.

The Finance and Strategy Committee has, as usual, been hard-working and, given that half of the committee comprised new Councillors, has quickly grasped the nature of the task. Each month, the previous month’s figures are audited by one of the Committee.

I should like to pay particular credit to my Vice Chairman, Cllr Roy Jakeman, who, on a couple of occasions, has stood in for me as Chairman, once at very short notice and also to Jeanne Pike, the Town Clerk and Responsible Financial Officer for her very efficient handling of the Town’s finances.

For 2008/2009, we have requested and been awarded a precept of £140,000 – still the least amount required of all the Town Councils in East Northamptonshire. 

The Town’s finances are in a healthy state and I expect them to continue to be so.

Eric Franklin

	
	THRAPSTON TOWN COUNCIL ACCOUNTS

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	INCOME
	

	2006/2007
	
	2007/2008

	
	
	

	115,500
	Precept
	127,000

	1,335
	Cemetery Fees
	1,289

	2,188
	Rental
	915

	4,119
	Grants
	7,947

	0
	Section 106 monies
	20,001

	202
	Sales
	1,783

	8,661
	Interest at Bank
	17,578

	4,552
	Plaza (to pay salaries)
	7,994

	
	
	

	136,557
	Sub Total
	184,507

	
	
	

	25,547
	Reclaimed VAT
	16,435

	162,104
	
	200,942

	
	
	

	
	PLAZA Account
	

	
	Rental
	8,163

	
	Other
	550

	
	Sub Total
	8,713

	
	
	

	
	Total Income
	209,655


	
	Expenditure
	

	2006/2007
	
	2007/2008

	1,721
	Adverts and publishing
	1,245

	982
	Training & Conferences
	1,000

	4,135
	General
	7,511

	781
	Audit
	1,520

	197
	Bank Charges
	0

	31,846
	Staff Salaries & Pensions
	35,596

	282
	Chairman's Fund
	309

	2,668
	Council Rates
	3,037

	478
	Water
	698

	462
	Telephone & Fax
	755

	850
	Gas
	1,616

	540
	Electricity
	717

	342
	Street Lights
	462

	3,596
	General repairs
	2,976

	2,520
	Tree work
	258

	1,108
	Grass cutting
	2,300

	24,909
	Groundsman
	27,107

	4,058
	Insurance
	5,398

	2,200
	General Grants
	1,215

	2,178
	Travel Tokens
	2,200

	8,064
	Section 137 Grants
	9,754

	0
	New Fence
	7,395

	9,572
	CCTV maintenance etc.
	11,723

	99,315
	Meadow Lane Project
	23,689

	87,944
	Purchase of Plaza
	0

	388
	Furniture + Dog Bins
	1,637

	
	Christmas lights
	14,208

	
	Christmas lights for 2006
	11,822

	
	Firework display
	2,000

	
	Plaza Equipment
	1,653

	1506
	Plaza utilities
	1,522

	4,505
	Caretakers
	4,923

	
	
	

	297,147
	
	186,246

	24,772
	VAT reclaimed
	16,517

	321,919
	Total Expenditure
	202,763

	
	
	

	7,459
	Plaza Maintenance
	11,857

	
	
	

	329,378
	TOTAL EXPENDITURE
	214,620


BANK RECONCILIATION

Year ending 31 March 2008 

Thrapston Town Council:

Deposit Account:
01 April 2008


426,871.82


Current Account:
01 April 2008
  

  35,517.83

Plaza Account:
01 April 2008

 
    2,306.56


Sub Total





464,696.21

Credits in transit:

Plaza:






    2,411.53







467,107.74


Less Unpresented cheques:

Plaza:
  52
    12.48


  89
  100.00


  90
    72.81


  92
  106.65


  93
    24.00

TTC
419
    20.00


420
    20.00


426
  205.20


447
  106.93


448
    28.47


449
  100.19


451 
  227.36


452
    45.20


454
2006.21



3075.50





464,032.24

Bank Accounts total for 2006/7

468,996.89

Receipts for 2007/8


209,655.50







678,652.39

Payments for 2007/8


214,620.15







464,032.24

464,032.24  
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